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Factoids 

A piece of unreliable information 
believed to be true because of the 
way it is presented or repeated in 
print 

Norman Mailer widely credited with 
coining it, in his 1973 biography of 
Marilyn Monroe.  

 

Mailer said factoids were "facts 
which have no existence before 
appearing in a magazine or 
newspaper“…. But nowadays they 
appear on people’s lips, fingertips, … 

 

 





‘We’ve always known that these families cost 

an extraordinary amount of money…but now 

we’ve come up the actual figures. Last year 

the state spent an estimated £9 billion on just 

120,000 families.’  Eric Pickles 

 

 

Ruth Levitas, Bristol University,  

this ‘turns out to be a factoid – something 

that takes the form of a fact, but is not’. 

http://www.poverty.ac.uk/sites/default/files/tro

uble_ahead.pdf  

Factoid – troubled and 
troublesome families 

http://www.poverty.ac.uk/sites/default/files/trouble_ahead.pdf
http://www.poverty.ac.uk/sites/default/files/trouble_ahead.pdf
http://www.poverty.ac.uk/sites/default/files/trouble_ahead.pdf


Zombie Health & Care 

 

 

Bit like Zombie economics 
and Zombie politics… 
ideas that won’t lie down 
and die  

 



Zombie candidates? 
• Lessons can be learned 

from Inquiries & Reviews… 

• Attachment theory rules 

• Anticipatory care for older 
people avoids hospital 
admissions 

• Screening for dementia is 
beneficial 

• All day centres are 
hopeless 

• People need information… 

 



Integration? 

Integration of services will help meet the needs of an ageing 
society (and save money) (as long as we have…) 

 

• Necessary ingredients for integration of services 

• Close-knit professional networks 

• Mutual sense of long-term obligation 

• Little concern about reciprocation 

• High degree of mutual trust 

• Joint arrangements as core business 

 

 

Glendenning C (2002) Breaking down barriers: integrating health & social care 
services for older people in England  Health Policy, 65:139-151 

 



Laws of integration  

• You can integrate all of the 
services for some of the people, 
some of the services for all of the 
people, but  you can’t integrate 
all of the services for all of the 
people 

• Integration costs before it pays 

• Your integration is my 
fragmentation 

• You cannot integrate a square peg 
and a round hole 

• S/he who integrates calls the 
tune 
 

Leutz W (1999) Five laws for integrating medical and 
social services: lessons from the United States and 
the United Kingdom  Millbank Quarterly; 77:77-110 

 



Does all this matter in research? 

 







Killer chart familiar to SSRG 
(my last sighting Jan 2014) 







What is to be done –  
in current not abstract studies 

UK Medical Research Council approach to complex interventions 

• Conceptual modelling (can I see what to do?) 

• Proof of concept, case study (can I do it?) 

• Pilot studies (can others do it?) 

• Rehearsal ‘trial’ (can it fit into an experiment?) 

• Full scale comparative study (does it work?) 

• Economic evaluation (is it cost-effective?) 

• Implementation study (will it diffuse across the system?) 

 



And finally 

A woozle effect, or a woozle, occurs when 
frequent citation of previous publications that 
lack evidence mislead individuals, groups and 
the public into thinking or believing there is 
evidence, and non facts become urban myths 
and factoids 

 
Manthorpe and Watson 2002 JAN editorial 





Example? Food deserts in UK 

 





In summary 

• Knowing factoids and policy zombies 

• Innovation is not our problem, evaluation is 

• This is a good time to develop and test new 
ways of working 

• And a good time to keep an organisational, 
professional and personal memory 

• Last thought…What would we know if the 
internet disappeared? 

 




