
     

 
 

Research in Social Work Education and Practice: 
Challenges and Opportunities  

 

Wednesday 10th September 2014 
 

London School of Economics (room tbc) 
 
 

While professional bodies such as the College of Social Work emphasise that workers should be able draw 
on appropriate evidence and skills to inform practice, recent research has identified a range of factors 
that contribute to the marginalisation of research knowledge.  
 

This suggests that students and workers may be ill-equipped to understand and to question evidence and 
to undertake their own research and evaluation of practice  
 

In addition, the social care workplace is increasingly unable or unwilling to facilitate research or 
dissemination and to undertake evaluation of practice, and with colleagues in the academic community also 
concerned about the impact of their research and the difficulties that they are experiencing in engaging 
local authorities in empirical research studies, the future for knowledge informed practice seems bleak 
 

This event will look at some of the barriers to teaching research and informing practice; discuss 
recommendations for improvement; examine the opportunities that exist to develop evidence 
informed practice that are emerging from the drive toward integrated services 
 

There will be plenty of time for questions and discussion after each session, with invited ‘sector leaders’ 
also commenting on the issues. Speakers and participants confirmed so far are: 
 

 Joan Beck Joint Chair, ADASS Workforce Development Policy Network 

 Jo Cooke Programme Director, Collaborations for Leadership in Applied Health Research and Care 
(CLAHRC) Yorkshire and Humbers 

 David Croisdale-Appleby Chair, Skills for Care 

 Susan Hampshaw Head of Research, Evaluation and Innovation, Public Health, Doncaster Council 

 Annie Hudson, Chief Executive, The College of Social Work 

 Jill Manthorpe Director, Social Care Workforce Research Unit, King’s College (Chair) 

 Gillian McIntyre University of Strathclyde 

 Sally Paul University of Edinburgh 

 Chris Rainey Social Research Manager, West Sussex Council 
 
Who Should Attend?  
This event is intended for a wide audience, including managers, researchers, policy and evaluation staff, 
practitioners and students in universities and colleges, local government, health bodies and the voluntary 
and independent sectors. 
 

Attendance at this event can be used as evidence of continuing professional development 
and ‘certificates of attendance’ will be provided (on request) for your CPD portfolio. 

 

This event is supported by the NIHR School for Social Care Research (NIHR SSCR) 
 

(please turn over for the draft programme and fees) 



 
Research in Social Work Education and Practice: Challenges and Opportunities 

 

Wednesday 10th September 2014,  
 

London School of Economics (room tbc) 
 

Draft Programme 
 
     9.00:  Registration and coffee 
 
  10.00:  Welcome and Introduction: Context and Challenges  
   Jill Manthorpe (Chair) Social Care Workforce Research Unit, Kings College  
  

10.30:  Teaching Research in Social Work: Capacity and Challenge  
Gillian McIntyre University of Strathclyde and Sally Paul University of Edinburgh 

  
11.15: Break 

   
11.45:  Re-visioning Social Work Education David Croisdale-Appleby Skills for Care 

   
12.30:  Lunch 

 
  1.15:  Research and Practice: Better Partnerships for Change and Greater Impact 

Annie Hudson The College of Social Work  
 

  2.00:  Research and the Use of Evidence in Adult Social Care 
 Chris Rainey West Sussex Council  
 

 2.30:  Break 
 

 2.45:  Integrating Knowledge into Practice: the CLAHRC* Experience and Future 
Plans Jo Cooke CLAHRC* Yorkshire and Humber  
   

 Integrating Knowledge into Practice: reflections on Doncaster’s First Steps   
Susan Hampshaw Public Health, Doncaster Council        

   
  3.45: Discussion: Where next? 

 
    4.15:  Depart 

 
*Collaborations for Leadership in Applied Health Research and Care 

 

Fees: SSRG members £70;      others £150* 
 
 
 

*If you join SSRG now you can attend this event at the SSRG member’s rate. Membership costs £69 

per year. Members receive the SSRG Journal which is published 3 times a year, the Newsletter 
which appears six times a year, a regular e-bulletin and discount at events. 

 
A number of concessionary places are available for unwaged students.  

Please contact David Henderson: dhender421@aol.com 
 
 

An ‘emailable’ xls version of the booking form is available on the  
SSRG website www.ssrg.org.uk 

 
 

http://www.ssrg.org.uk/

