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Submission guidance
Papers should be no more than 5000 words, excluding abstract, references and tables.
They should be double-spaced throughout, allowing good margins. Where possible,
manuscripts for consideration should be submitted in electronic form to Shelley Nix
s.nix@derby.ac.uk. Alternatively manuscripts can be submitted by post as hard copy or on
disk. All pages of the manuscript should be numbered consecutively, beginning with the title
page. The format for submission is:

Title page
A separate title page should be provided. This should include the title of the paper, author(s)
name(s) and affiliation, a brief biographical note and the corresponding author’s contact
details.

Abstract and keywords
This should be no more than 200 words and should outline the purpose of the study,
methods, main findings and implications for policy and practice. Three or four keywords
should be identified.

Quality and relevance:
Papers will be expected to deepen or expand our understanding of a topic and show some
originality of thought while also acknowledging other relevant sources in the topic area.
Ideally, papers should discuss important and timely issues that will appeal to the Journal’s
broad-based readership in practice, management, policy and research. The paper should
demonstrate an adequate conceptualisation of the main theme and have a logical and

sufficient methodology or argument. The paper should show how findings or debates are of
relevance to or can be applied to practice, policy or research. Conclusions and/or
recommendations should be in line with the focus of the paper.

Style and values
Papers should be readable and seek our readers' interest. There should be a clear and
logical style where material is presented concisely and where jargon is kept to a necessary
minimum. All papers will be free from prejudice or unwarranted bias and be consistent with
professional values in social care. Papers should reflect a balanced outlook on a topic but
where authors may wish to take a particular position then that position needs to be clearly
acknowledged at the outset. The editors and editorial board together reserve the right to
decide on suitability to publish in this Journal.

Figures and tables
Figures and tables should be kept to a minimum. They should not be included in the text but
should be provided on a separate page. They should be numbered, have an appropriate
heading and follow standard format. The desired position of the figure or table in the
manuscript should be indicated.

Footnotes and appendices
Footnotes and appendices should only be included where essential.
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