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IQ 
Education

The primary focus of the briefing is to 
highlight those factors that research 
suggests assist the early identification 
of need.

For the purposes of the briefing, 
‘early’ is taken to refer to the point 
in time at which a child of any 
age becomes vulnerable to poor 
developmental outcomes rather 
than solely in their early years. 
This includes both universal and 
targeted provision for children and 
their families. The briefing does not 
evaluate interventions, specifically 
consider measures taken after the 
point of identification, or the position 
in those parts of the UK subject 
o other legislation or devolved 
administrations.

Key messages from the report are:

• Early identification of need is 
important in promoting and 
safeguarding children’s wellbeing 
and welfare.

• Early identification can be defined 
in a variety of ways.

• The use of risk factors as 
indicators of potential need is 
problematic as their impact and 
interaction is complex.

• Effective inter-professional 
communication and cooperation 
is central to the promotion of 
children’s wellbeing.

• Informed strategic planning 
and supportive management is 
fundamental

• to the delivery of efficient and 
effective preventative services.

• Services must respond to the 
diverse needs of children and 
families.

The full report, prepared by Denise 
Wolstenholme, Jane Boylan and 
Diane Roberts, can be found at:

www.scie.org.uk/publications/
briefings/files/scare27.pdf

This briefing considers the refocusing of children’s services in 
England and Wales towards prevention and early identification of 
children in need of protection and support. The policy vision for this 
is Every Child Matters. 

Factors that Assist Early 
Identification of Children in Need 
in Integrated or Inter-Agency 
Settings

Some of the main items in the 
autumn term edition include:

• The fiasco of this year’s SATs 
which has thrust assessment into 
the spotlight

• Olympic activities - events being 
lined up to encourage schools 
across the country to get involved 
as the Olympic baton passes to 
London

• Extra powers for teachers that are 
being recommended – Teachers 
will be able to search pupils 
for drugs and alcohol under 
measures recommended in a 
report by the Government

• The ICT funding maze – this 
report highlights the latest funding 
changes to affect schools and 
looks at some important ICT 
purchasing decisions in the next 
year

A copy of the autumn term 2008 
edition of IQ Education is available at:
www.iqmagazine.co.uk/ebook For 
more information please visit:
www.iqmedia.co.uk

IQ Education is the website 
publication and newspaper 
published each term to support 
the development of ICT in 
schools.



It’s autumn again, and the chillier days and nights are enough to make all of us silly 
sausages shiver in our skins, and there is a danger this year that you might have blinked 

and missed the summer. Surely it can’t be another eight months before it comes around 
again. Oh dear, I’m beginning to feel quite morose!

And do you know what often makes 
me feel full of doom and gloom?  

It’s watching all the bad and sad 
news at 10 o’clock each evening and 
reading all those tales of woe in the 
newspapers. There ought to be a new 
regulation which says that for every 
miserable story there should be a 
good news story with an even bigger 
headline. Think what that could do for 
the nation’s mood.

And it would be no less accurate 
news coverage, as all the coverage 
is selective. Just think of all those 
other things which were happening 
around the world when we were 
overwhelmed by the coverage of 
greedy bankers losing their obscenely 
well paid jobs. It would have been 
a good time to ‘bury bad news’ as 
someone once said!

And the media certainly is fickle: two 
quick stories in which I was one of the 
‘bit players’: 

Story one: I had the uncomfortable 
experience of having to front up a 
big press conference at the end of an 
inquiry into what was a tragic incident 
of a mentally disordered man being 
given leave from a psychiatric hospital 
to be with his pregnant partner while 
she was having their baby. When she 
was in labour he strangled her. 

Both the mum-to-be and the baby 
died. The BBC TV, ITN and SKY all 
turned up mob handed and the 

world’s radio and print press were 
there in force. But that evening and 
the following day there was hardly 
any coverage anywhere. I can’t 
remember why, but I think someone 
famous had died, or there was 
some royal scandal, and the media’s 
attention thankfully went elsewhere.

Story two: it was a quiet Easter and 
some of my colleagues had very 
sensibly arranged for a 14 year old 
boy to spend three weeks with his 
grandparents who were now living in 
Spain. The stay with the grandparents 
was a positive attempt to get the boy 
out of a pattern of delinquency and 
away from his mates with whom he 
was thieving and doing cars and 
houses - and as an alternative to  
expensive secure accommodation  
which he had already sampled.

Oh dear, the local police ‘gave’ 
the story to the local Conservative 
MP who then egged it up with his 
newspaper contacts. The result was 
that I was ‘mailed’ - a technical term 
for getting a two page spread and 
a half-page picture in the ‘Mail on 
Sunday’. The so-called ‘Costa Kid’, 
sent on holiday to the Costa Brava by 
his “irresponsible local social services” 
ran for over six months, with the story 
covered in Canada, Australia, France, 
Thailand and maybe elsewhere.

So what gets covered by the media is 
a lottery. And for this year this has led 
to loads of coverage about the 60th 

anniversary of the NHS but nothing 
about it also being the 60th birthday 
of the end of the Poor Law with the 
1948 National Assistance Act. 

But be wary, the LGA is now making 
a pitch that national rights-based 
benefits like attendance allowance 
and disability living allowance be 
wrapped up within cash-limited, 
discretionary and heavily rationed 
social care budgets to be differently 
determined by 150 councils in 
England (and 22 in Wales and 32 in 
Scotland), a move which is reminiscent 
of what we had with Poor Law 
‘outdoor relief’ through local parishes. 
This ought to make the news … some 
chance!

So, if you make the news over the 
next few months I hope it’s because 
that new regulation has been brought 
in (go on Gordon, it would be good 
for you!) about balancing bad and 
good stories.  As social services silly 
sausages there is so much which 
should be celebrated. 

Here’s something to dream about 
during those long winter nights.
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